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“THE 12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS”        
       AT CASTLE HOWARD 
 
Brilliantly organised by chairman Jill Riley and 
Jenny Laycock, in late November 48 Friends and 
guests were treated to a magical day out as 
Castle Howard was transformed for the festive 
season. The theme for 2018 was “The 12 Days of 
Christmas”.  
 
Theatrical designers Charlotte Lloyd Webber 
(daughter-in-law of Andrew) and Bretta Gereke 
had produced a stunning array of flamboyant 
displays and installations in each room. Christmas 
carol and festive rituals had been brought to life 
against the backdrop of Castle Howard’s 
outstanding collections. 
 
Behind the scenes, work to create the individual 
exhibits start in late August and for two weeks in 
mid-November the House is closed to the public 
whilst the designers, staff and volunteers 
transform each room with their creations and 
decorations.  The Christmas tree in the Grand 
Hall came from Norfolk and at 26 feet is 
enchantingly decked with 3,000 baubles.  

Four exquisite calling birds were painted in Castle 
Howard bedroom colours and on the bed was a 
special costume for the Twelfth Night party.  The 
Lord of Misrule was a traditional Christmas 
character who presided over the Feast of Fools 
and he was in charge of the festive revelries.  
However, during the 17th century he was outlawed 
for being too disruptive. 

The dodecahedron table in the dining hall was 
beautifully prepared for the festivities.  Until the 
early 20th century fresh fruit had been used as 
decorations and this was then eaten on twelfth 
night or given away as gifts.  However, for the 
past hundred years, the fresh produce has been 
predominantly replaced by artificial replicas. 

 

Our Christmas visit culminated in spending a brief 
reflective period in the chapel with the nativity 
figures and crib. 

The weather had been bleak, wet and windy but 
our spirits were high where, for a few hours we 
had been transported to another enchanting 
world.  Most of us had taken the opportunity to 
make a purchase or two in the gift shop, the 
Christmas Market, farm shop or garden centre 
before returning home. 
 
Sincere thanks to Jill, Jenny and of course Adrian 
our coach driver who returned us safely to Bolton 
Abbey fifteen minutes ahead of schedule.  

THE FRIENDS’ DONATION TO 
THE HEATING PROJECT 

Now that the fundraising appeal for the 
heating project has been launched, the 
Friends Executive Committee is 
delighted to announce that it has been 
decided to donate £10,000.00. 
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         THE NEW RECTOR 

COMING TO BOLTON PRIORY 

Following the appointment of Canon Simon 
Cowling to be Dean of Wakefield Cathedral in 
September, the Priory is still in the interregnum.  
However, we are delighted to share the news that 
a new rector has been appointed and is due to 
take up the position in the spring. 

     
                 Rev Nicholas Mercer 

The Reverend Nicholas Mercer is currently the 
Rector of the Falkland Islands, a parish which 
includes South Georgia and the British Antarctic 
Territories, and is based in Christ Church 
Cathedral, Port Stanley, the southernmost 
Anglican cathedral in the world. Prior to this 
position he was Assistant Chaplain at Sherborne 
School, and previously served his curacy in 
Gillingham, Dorset. 

Nicholas was born in Yorkshire, graduated with a 
BD from St Andrews, and has subsequently 
gained LLM and MTh degrees from the 
universities of Cardiff and Oxford respectively. He 
was admitted as a solicitor in 1990, and in 1991 
joined the Army Legal Services as a Captain. He 
served the next twenty years in Northern Ireland, 
Bosnia Herzegovina, Germany, Iraq and Cyprus. 
His army experience included directing and 
prosecuting Courts-Martial, and he was also on 
the teaching staff of Bielefeld University and the 
International Institute of Humanitarian Law. 

Nicholas was the Command Legal Advisor for the 
HQ 1st (UK) Armoured Division during the Iraq 
war in 2003. As a result of his stand against the 
inhuman and degrading treatment of Prisoners of 
War in Iraq, he was named as the Liberty Human 
Rights Lawyer of the Year 2011-2012.  Nicholas 
retired from the Army with the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel. 
 
Married, with three teenage children, Nicholas’ 
interests include music, fishing, shooting, deer 
and ferrets. 
 
The Institution and Induction Service will take 
place on Monday 1 April 2019 at 7pm at Bolton 
Priory.  Bishop Helen-Ann Hartley will be 
officiating. 
 
                     THANK YOU 
 
We have been fortunate that during the 
interregnum period the Priory community has 
received tremendous support from Rev Barry 
Overand.  Barry is a regular preacher on a 
Sunday and his sermons, although averaging 
only 1,000 words in length (he assures us), 
have been thought provoking, engaging and 
humorous.  Thank you Barry.  We appreciate 
your contribution during the past months. 

        ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING           
               Sunday 12th May 2019  
 
Our AGM will be held in Bolton Abbey 
Village Hall following the Morning Service 
on 12th May 2019. 
 
As usual the meeting will be followed by 
lunch which will include a vegetarian 
option.   The AGM is a wonderful 
opportunity to reflect on the past year and 
enjoy a delicious meal in the company of 
friends. Obviously, all members are entitled 
to attend the AGM whether or not they are 
able to join us for lunch afterwards.   
 
We look forward to seeing as many of you 
as possible so please put this date in your 
diary.  
 
Tickets for lunch are excellent value at 
£15.00 each.  
 
Please see Events Booking Form 
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   2019 SPRING LECTURE      
BOLTON ABBEY VILLAGE HALL                                
FRIDAY 8 MARCH  @ 7.30pm                                

         LAURA CAVENDISH,        
COUNTESS OF BURLINGTON                                          

THE HISTORY OF FASHION AND THE             
            DEVONSHIRE FAMILY 
             
This year’s Spring Lecture promises to be of 
interest to everyone as it traces the history of 
fashion within the Devonshire family. 
 
Lady Burlington is a former model, fashion buyer 
and editor of Harper’s Bazaar and now works as 
a freelance fashion consultant in London. 
 
When Lady Burlington mentioned to her mother-
in-law, the Duchess of Devonshire that she 
needed a christening robe for her son James, 
they searched the textile department at 
Chatsworth. There they found more than a dozen 
christening robes, bed jackets and hats, some 
dating back to the 19th century, with labels 
referencing Nancy Mitford and Deborah Mitford, 
the late Dowager Duchess of Devonshire.  
 
It became Lady Burlington’s mission to search 
through Chatsworth’s many archives and storage 
boxes and in 2017, some six years later, her hard 
work culminated in House Style the first exhibition 
of its kind at Chatsworth. Sponsored by Gucci, 
the exhibition looked at five centuries of fashion in 
the estate.  
 
     Please arrive at 7pm for a 7.30pm start  
Before the start of the lecture you will be invited to 
join us for a glass of wine or soft drink. 
Our Spring Lectures are always popular so 
please be sure to purchase your ticket early. 
     Tickets are available at £5.00 per person  
 
   DISPLAY BOARDS IN THE TOWER      
For those of you who live locally or are 
frequent visitors to the Priory, you will see 
that information about the Friends of Bolton 
Priory is now on the notice board in the tower. 
Although updated information about the FoBP 
can be accessed through the website and the 
Friends’ Newsletter, it is hoped that this 
prominent publicity will attract more members 
in the future. 

      

           Laura Cavendish, Countess of Burlington 

     THE HEATING PROJECT 

900 years ago the monks who lived at the Priory 
provided both spiritual and pastoral care to the 
local community as well as to visitors.  It is 
important that we both protect and continue this 
heritage and provide a warm, welcoming 
environment.  The current heating system is no 
longer viable and needs replacing. 
 
The PCC plan is to replace the existing heating 
system with wall mounted radiators and 
underfloor heating.  The cost will be in the region 
of £500,000.  Through generous legacies, gifts 
and fundraising events the half way mark has 
already been reached. 
 
The Friends of Bolton Priory, has already donated 
£10,000 to the heating project and it thought there 
may be some readers who would wish to make an 
individual donation.  Cheques should be made 
out to Bolton Priory and sent to Michael Heatley 
care of the Church Office and clearly marked 
Heating Project.  

 Please advise if eligible for Gift Aid.  If you have 
any fundraising suggestions please make contact 
with Liz Clayton - liz@ashmarketing.co.uk 01756 
710776. 
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      ADVENT SUPPER 2018 

As usual the Advent Supper followed the 4.30pm 
service of Readings and Carols. Attended by 47 
Friends and guests, the gathering had been a 
happy event with the table looking spectacularly 
attractive. The warmth of fellowship around the 
room always ensure that these special events are 
very special dates in the Friends’ calendar. 
 
Our sincere thanks to Jill Riley and Amanda 
Wood for their expertise in organising the cuisine. 
    

             

            MIRIAM DAVIES 

   MEMBER OF THE PRIORY CHURCH  

          MUSIC DEPARTMENT                       

Each Sunday Miriam plays the organ as well as 
joining the choir in leading the hymn singing.   
 
Miriam is a student at St Aiden’s and Sir John 
Fisher Associated Sixth Form in Harrogate where 
she is studying Maths, Further Maths, Chemistry 
and Physics at A level. In September, Miriam 
hopes to study for a Masters degree in Physics at 
Durham University.  

Do you recall student, Theo Pedley who held a 
similar position at the Priory last year? Well, it was 
Theo who suggested to Miriam that she apply to 
join the Priory music department and we are 
delighted that she followed his advice. 

Miriam plays the saxophone at which she has 
gained Grade 8 twice and she is soon to sit her 
Piano Grade 8 examination.  She is a member of 
St Aiden’s Chamber Choir and plays in the school 
Swing Band as well as the school Symphonic 
Band.  
 
Miriam participates in a range of sixth form 
activities. She was one of the students who were 
invited to accompany the Head of Science at      
St John Fisher College to the Service of 
Thanksgiving at Westminster Abbey when the 
ashes of Professor Stephen Hawkin were 
interred.  
 
Miriam was also one of eight students from the 
Associated Sixth Form who took part in the maths 
team challenge in November 2018. The two 
teams were faced with three gruelling rounds and 
worked well as individuals as well as a team, 
under intense time pressure.  They were 
eventually placed in 5th and 10th positions which 
was an excellent result. 
 
We thank you Miriam for your contribution to the 
Bolton Priory services. 
 

Our Grateful thanks to Keith Simpson for 
arranging the distribution of the newsletters; to  
Emma Padgett at Hartleys Auctioneers for 
maintaining the Friends’ website and to 
Margaret Cody for co-ordinating the ticket 
sales for FoBP events 

FUTURE SUMMER VISITS 

Members of the Friends Executive Committee 
are already planning days out for 2019. 

The first of these will be in early June to 
Hovingham Hall and Oswaldkirk Church.  
Built in the eighteenth century, Hovingham 
Hall is a country house built in the Palladian 
style and has been the seat of the Worsley 
family and the childhood home of the 
Duchess of Kent.  

In September we will visit the Auckland 
Project. The Auckland Project aimed to 
regenerate the town of Bishop Auckland and 
involved the taking into municipal ownership 
of Auckland Castle, the former home of the 
Bishop Princes – particularly the Bishop of 
Durham.  Auckland Castle would be the main 
focus of the visit.   

We hope that members will be able to join us 
on at least one of these visits because as well 
as being an enjoyable day they help to raise 
funds for the Friends of Bolton Priory.           
Full details of visits will be in the April 
Newsletter. 


